NATIONAL REPORT- NATIONAL SERVICE TEAM, CCRN NIGERIA
TO ANGLOPHONE AFRICAN SUB COMMITTEE FOR ICCRS
Held in University of Lagos, Nigeria. 
9TH – 17TH November 2009
WELCOME: During the Conference, I officially welcomed all the officials and participants of this epoch-making event. In this meeting of AFSCI, I wish to welcome you again on behalf of the NST CCR Nigeria. It is our cultural heritage in Nigeria to welcome visitors with profound gladness in our heart.
STRUCTURE:	The Renewal in Nigeria operates on a firm foundation of well-organized structure with clearly defined functions embedded in our National guideline. We have a total of 52  
DEVELOPMENT OF OUR NATIONAL SERVICE CENTRE
The development of our National Service Centre is an ongoing project. So far we have on site:-
· 26 bedroom completed Hostel with a target for expansion by 2010
· A conference Hall with seating facilities for meetings.
· A fully equipped National Secretariat and staff outside the Centre for now.
· An Administrative Block currently in use as NSC Bookshop and Office of our Publication Board.
· A three-bedroom flat currently serving as Hostel expansion for meetings, Seminars etc.
· At our National Conference venue, by the grace of God we have in place a Podium with about 70% completion and a model of steel pavilions (5 Nos) completed with aluminium roofing. More pavilions will be erected in preparation for our National Conference in 2010.
· A borehole for water supply services has been sunk at the National Service Centre. We hope to maximize the use of the bore-hole to produce satchet water for sale to the public.
· We have in place 20 Toilet facilities for use at conferences and more is already in the pipeline.
· CCR NIGERIA WEBSITE: Now in full operation with current updates.
NST MEETINGS:	Our NST meetings are very consistent with laudable attendance of expected members including Chaplains.
NSC ACTIVITIES:	The National Service Centre over the years has been a beehive of Charismatic activities and events. National Conference (the first in 2006)  to be held in the new site and Leaders Retreat and Workshop were held at the Conference venue in 2008. Other Provincial and diocesan events, National ministry meetings and conferences have been consistently held at our Centre under development.
	Other non-charismatic organizations of the Catholic Church are beginning to savour our Centre as an ideal, serene and comfortable location for their meetings and Retreats.
NATIONAL CONFERENCES:	The National Service Team (NST) of the CCR in Nigeria has successfully hosted 9 conferences from 1980-2006. The 10th conference comes up 3rd – 7th March 2010 and you are all cordially invited. The theme of the conference is “YOU HAVE MORE LAND TO CONQUER” (Joshua 13:1)
INTERNATIONAL EVENTS:	The Renewal in Nigeria has never been left out in attending various Anglophone international events. We are well represented in Zimbabwe 1998, Botswana 2000, and Nairobi 2002, Ghana 2002. ICCRS Event in Rome 2003 (12 days of blessing) ICCRS Leadership formation 2005, Retreat for Priest/Religious Ars France 2005, Pentecost with the Holy Father in Rome 2006, AFSCI Pan African event in Ghana 2007 with about 280 participants from Nigeria.
In 2003, the CCR in Nigeria successfully hosted AWACTS (Anglophone West African Coordinating Team Services) event on Intercession at Abuja. CCR Nigeria was also represented in the Colloquium on Healing held in Rome 2008. Nigeria is not left out also in financial support to ICCRS and Anglophone events.
The new Pentecost VCD a documentary of ICCRS in 2005 was widely published and circulated in Charismatic circles in Nigeria. Delegates from Nigeria were present at the leadership formation event organized by ICCRS in Botswana and Korea (2009) respectively.
ACHIEVEMENTS:	It is not an over statement to include in this report that the Renewal in Nigeria has impacted so much in the life of unbelievers, “unconverted” Christians and church goers, Christians and Catholics in general. We are not claiming to be Saints but by their fruit you will know them.
	Charismatics are service oriented ever ready to carry out their assignments with commitment, zeal and diligence. We are everywhere involved in evangelization, preaching the word, Catechetical instruction in Parishes, organizing Bible Studies and so on.
	We extend life in the spirit programmes to others outside the CCR and the result has been richly rewarding. Charismatic get involved in other apostolate of the Church. We are known as vibrant people who give life and vivacity to liturgical celebrations in church.
	The CCR has its presence in the entire 52 Diocese in Nigeria which is an eloquent evidence of acceptance by our Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria. We are very loyal Catholics to constituted authorities of the church at all levels.
· Every Charismatic event in Nigeria cannot take place without the express knowledge and permission of our Bishops and we involve them in most of our programmes.
· The Catholic Charismatic Renewal has drastically dwindled the exodus and carpet-crossing of gullible Catholics to other non-Catholic churches especially the Youths.
· Charismatics have contributed immensely to moral and financial support of activities in their local churches to the glory of God.
· The acceptance of the Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria to host this Anglophone Event in Nigeria is a vivid testimony of the cordial relationship and support between the CCR in Nigeria and our Bishops.
CHALLENGES:	
1. The Challenges before the CCR in Nigeria is how to cope with the rocketing increase and expansion of the CCR in Nigeria.
2. The financial breakthrough we need to fully develop our National Service is the current headache of the leadership of the CCR in Nigeria.
3. The problem of exposure of CCR members to the influence of Pentecostal churches and identity.
4. The challenges of criticism and non-acceptance of charismatic spirituality among non-charismatic members of the church.
5. The problems of holier-than- thou attitude by some CCR members that have led to generalized accusation and throwing away the baby with the dirty water.
In all, we are more than conquerors and trust that the grace of God will take us through.
CBAN:	CCRN is actively involved in the Catholic Biblical Apostolate of Nigeria- a body sponsored by the Catholic Bishops Conference of Nigeria to propagate extensive knowledge of the word of God.
NATIONAL MINISTRIES:	First, National Intercessory Ministry Conference was held at the National Service Centre from 23rd-25th April 2009. Second, National Praise and Worship Ministry workshop was held at the NSC 7TH-10TH May 2009.
PREPARATION FOR THIS ANGLOPHONE CONFERENCE: 	It has been a hectic period of meetings and communication network for online registration of intending participants, production of conference material, logistic arrangements, protocol awareness with the Nigerian State, security arrangements and so on.
RENEWAL PUBLICATIONS:	The official publication of the Renewal in Nigeria is the Glory Magazine. The Anglophone Conference Edition of the Magazine containing an abridged documentary on the 2007 PAN African Conference in Ghana and other interesting news was announced. Besides, Nigeria is gifted with multi-talented Authors of spiritual books on charismatic spirituality and other Christian literature.
CCRN WEBSITE: The CCRN website is now lunched and running. Its well updated and information concerning the renewals all over the country is made available to all. Visit www.ccrnigeria.com.
MEETING OF CHAPLAINS:	The NST in September 2008 organized a meeting of all chaplains of the CCR in Nigeria. It was a welcome development wonderfully cherished by Chaplains. The meeting was held again in September 2009. It has been adopted as an annual event. The objective of this forum is mainly for interactive purpose to discuss and evaluate the development of the Renewal nationwide and on how to give effective pastoral guidance on the CCR in Nigeria.
EVANGELISATION:	Nigeria you know has one of the pioneer schools of Evangelization –The Emmaus School. The School has produced a lot of Evangelizer and charismatic members are taking full advantage of the school. We hope to establish a similar school.
LEADERS FORMATION TEACHING MANUAL/GUIDE:	The CCR in Nigeria from time to time organize leaders formation programme at all levels as seen from the earlier pages of this report. A committee has been set up to present a National Teaching Manual for leadership formation. We hope to come out soon with something concrete.
CONCLUSION:		As a National Coordinating Service Team, we ensure that Service Teams at Diocesan and Provincial levels organize variety of Programmes, Seminars, Workshops, Conference, etc.
	At such programmes, the National Chairman and officially appointed delegates attend to identify with them.
	We take this opportunity to thank AFSCI for granting Nigeria the hosting right of this conference and wish you all travelling mercies back to your countries. The communication line should remain open as we continue to exercise brotherly love in our common identity as Africans- the Hope of the Church.
	
